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JAMES ALLISTER ODD

Evidence.
Perception.
Human ability.

James Allister Odd is an investigator and

interdisciplinary researcher whose work examines

hidden structures across evidence, perception, and

human ability.

PUBLIC FOCUS

OMAT Institute / authorship
Investigation / digital forensics / research

MEDIA NOTE

A private life. Public work.

Available for selected conversations about OMAT, musicianship, evidence, investigation, digital forensics, and the interpretation
of complex records.
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01 / COPY-READY INTRODUCTIONS

Say exactly enough.
These versions may be reproduced for editorial introductions, event listings, and interview notes. Preserve the OMAT limitations
whenever the framework or questionnaire is discussed.

POSITION_001 / ONE-LINE POSITIONING

James Allister Odd is an investigator and interdisciplinary researcher whose work examines
hidden structures across evidence, perception, and human ability.

BIO_050

Short biography

James Allister Odd is an Oregon investigator, digital-forensics
examiner, interdisciplinary researcher, photographer, and
author. He leads NTRLNK and founded OMAT Institute,
where he develops the proposed Musical Aptitude Triad: a
framework describing tonal, performative, and expressive
dimensions of musicianship. He is the author of The Hidden
Shape of Music and a guide to cricket.

BIO_100

Standard biography

James Allister Odd is an Oregon investigator, digital-forensics
examiner, interdisciplinary researcher, photographer, and
author. He leads NTRLNK, an investigative and forensic
practice, and founded OMAT Institute, an independent
research program examining music, information, and
cognition. OMAT's current work centers on the proposed
Musical Aptitude Triad, which distinguishes tonal,
performative, and expressive dimensions of musicianship.
Odd is the author of The Hidden Shape of Music and The
American Guide to the Laws of Cricket. Across his
professional and research work, he is concerned with how
evidence is separated, tested, interpreted, and communicated
without reducing a complex record to one convenient
conclusion.

BIO_FULL

Extended biography

James Allister Odd is a Pacific Northwest-based investigator,
digital-forensics examiner, interdisciplinary researcher,
photographer, and author. He leads NTRLNK, an Oregon
investigative and forensic practice serving attorneys,
organizations, insurers, and private clients. His professional
work spans more than sixteen years across investigation,
digital forensics, complex evidence analysis, litigation support,
federal program leadership, and expert-witness work. Odd
founded OMAT Institute as an independent research program
at the meeting point of music, information, and cognition. Its
central proposal, the Musical Aptitude Triad, describes tonal,
performative, and expressive dimensions of musicianship while
treating accumulated developmental breadth and depth
separately. The public questionnaire and related tools are
exploratory instruments designed to make the theory
inspectable and testable; they are not validated, normed,
diagnostic, predictive, or selection-ready assessments. Odd is
the author of The Hidden Shape of Music: The Three Sides of
Musicianship - A Theoretical Model and The American Guide
to the Laws of Cricket. His broader work includes academic
research in digital forensics and investigative methodology,
Pacific Northwest photography, and selected publishing and
archival projects.
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02 / PRIMARY STORY / OMAT

The Hidden Shape
of Music
THE THREE SIDES OF MUSICIANSHIP - A THEORETICAL MODEL

The book presents the Musical Aptitude Triad: a proposed way to describe musicianship
through tonal structure and perception, performative execution and coordination, and
expressive interpretation and communication.

AUTHOR

James Allister Odd

PUBLISHER

Corso Publishing

EDITION

First edition paperback / 2026

ISBN

979-8-9976-3740-8

BOOK

a.co/d/0eIGrS6h

RESEARCH

omat.institute

FRAMING NOTE

The Triad is a proposed theoretical model. OMAT's current questionnaire is an exploratory self-reflection and instrument-development tool
- not a validated, normed, diagnostic, predictive, or selection-ready assessment.

03 / VERIFIED PROFESSIONAL CONTEXT

A compact public record.

01 / CURRENT PRACTICE

Executive Director and Licensed Private Investigator, NTRLNK

Oregon licensed since 2011; criminal, civil, digital-evidence, and litigation-support
matters.

02 / INVESTIGATIVE SCOPE

16+ years of investigative and forensic work

Witness interviews, records and timeline analysis, financial analysis, digital evidence,
and case reconstruction.

03 / FEDERAL LEADERSHIP

Former Lead Forensic Examiner, U.S. Forest Service / USDA

15+ years of federal service, litigation forensics, eDiscovery, evidence collection, and
nationwide program leadership.

04 / COURTROOM

Expert and fact witness in state and federal proceedings

Digital forensics, electronic evidence, investigative findings, and direct and
cross-examination.

05 / CREDENTIALS

GCFA and CFE

GIAC Certified Forensic Analyst and Certified Fraud Examiner.

06 / EDUCATION

PhD, Information Theory; MPhil, Change Management Theory;
MS, Information Assurance and Security

BS, Information Technology; AAS, Electronic Engineering.
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04 / INTERVIEW MAP

Questions with somewhere to go.

TOPIC_01

Musicianship without a single ranking
Why tonal understanding, physical execution, and expressive communication
may deserve separate attention.

TOPIC_02

The three sides of musicianship
How tonal, performative, and expressive domains work together without
becoming interchangeable.

TOPIC_03

Evidence-minded listening
What corroboration, alternative explanations, limitations, and proportionate
conclusions bring to musical inquiry.

TOPIC_04

Information, cognition, and human ability
Why complex abilities can lose meaning when compressed into one score or
convenient label.

TOPIC_05

Building an exploratory instrument in public
Why scoring rules, provenance, privacy boundaries, release history, and
unresolved validation work are published.

TOPIC_06

What the record can actually support
A conversation about investigative reasoning, digital evidence, and separating
findings from unresolved questions.

HOST NOTES / SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

01 What problem were you trying to solve when you developed the Musical Aptitude Triad?

02 What do tonal, performative, and expressive musicianship each describe?

03 Why keep developmental breadth and depth separate from the Triad profile?

04 What can the current OMAT questionnaire tell someone, and what can it not tell them?

05 What evidence would strengthen, revise, or disprove the proposed framework?

06 How has investigative and forensic work shaped the way you approach music research?

07 Why publish an exploratory instrument before its validation program is complete?

08 What changes when musicianship is treated as a pattern instead of a rank?

LANGUAGE GUIDE

Preferred

+ Independent research program

+ Proposed theoretical model

+ Exploratory tool

+ Public validation roadmap

Avoid overstatement

- Validated or normed assessment

- Diagnostic or predictive test

- Selection-ready measure of talent

- Accredited institution

WHEN WRITING

Begin with the question.

Include the outlet or event, proposed subject, format, anticipated date, and deadline. Approved
portrait files are supplied directly with the current crop, credit, and usage note.

CONTACT

press@odd.phd
Media / event inquiries

office@odd.phd

General correspondence
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